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FW AMEMBASSY SAIGON Rec‘d- Mav 17 1970 

TO ZEN/ AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH IMMEDIATE UNN * . ' 9 9 . 

INFO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 876 4,:> ,m ' 

BT 

TOPSECRET SAIGON 7615 
NOD IS/ KHMER 


1. MACV STAFF CURRENTLY EXPLORING TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS OTHER 
THAN AIR, I.E. WATER, RAIL, OR ROAD FOR SUBSEQUENT RESUPPLY OF 
PHNOM PENH AREA AND FOR OTHER USES. 


2. AVAILABLE INFORMATION INDICATES CONSTRAINTS EXIST IN THE LOADING/ 
OFFLOADING FACILITIES AT THE PHNOM PENH WATER PORT DUE TO INOP- 
ERATIVE MATERIAL HANDLING EQUIPMENT AND. LOSS OF STEVEDORE LABOR 
FORCE. 


3. REQUEST YOUR EVALUATION OF THE FOLLOWING: 


A. WATER PORT CAPABILITY TO HANDLE THE OFFLOAD OF SUCH COMMO 
DITIES AS BARRIER MATERIAL, AMMUNITION, BALED CLOTHING, AND 
SIMILAR CARGO. DAILY CAPACITY IN SHORT TONS WILL BE HELPFUL 
IF AVAILABLE. 

B. WATER PORT CAPABILITY TO ONLOAD HEAVY, BULKY EQUIPMENT .AS 

DECK CARGO ON LST TYPE VESSLES. THIS SHOULD INCLUDE CAPA- ' 
BIL IT Y TO MOVE TO THE WATER PORT LOADS WHICH WEIGH APPROXI- 
MATELY 7500 LBS. AND WHICH ARE APPROXIMATELY 34 FEET LONG 
(I.E. T-28 AIRCRAFT STRIPPED DOWN AND CRATED FOR SHIPMENT), 
THEN LIFT THESE LOADS FROM THE TRUCKS TO THE DECK OF THE i 
VESSEL. I 


C. CONSIDERATIONS WHICH MAY BE GERMANE FROM A SECURITY STANDPOINT, 
I.E. SHOULD THIS BE A NIGHT OPERATION AND DOES THIS IMPOSE} OTHER 
PROBLEMS SUCH AS LABOR, ETC? WHAT IS THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT’S 
POSITION REGARDING USE OF THE WATERWAYS AND THE PORT OF PHNOM 
PENH? IS THERE ADEQUATE SECURITY AVAILABLE TO PROTECT AGAINST- 

pilferage of cargo? 
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-2- SAIGON 7615, MAY 17, 1970 (NO DI S /KHMER ) 


D. CONDITION AND SECURITY OF THE RAILROAD CONNECTING PHNOM 
PENH WITH THE THAILAND BORDER TO INCLUDE INTERFACE WITH 
THE THAI RAILWAY SYSTEM. IS THIS NOW A VIABLE TRANSPOR- 
TATION SYSTEM OR IS THERE A TARGET DATE FOR OPENING THIS 
TRNASPORTATION LINK INTO THAILAND? IS THE RAIL SYSTEM 
CAPABLE OF HANDING OUTSIZE CARGO LOADS, I.E. ANY PROBLEM 
IN OBSTRUCTION CLEARANCES, ETC? COULD IT HANDLE A CRATED 
T-28? 

E. WHAT HIGHWAY CAPABILITY EXISTS FROM PHNOM PENH TO THE 
THAILAND BORDER, TO INCLUDE SECURITY OF THE ROAD AND ABILITY 
TO HANDLE THE OUTSIZE LOAD ON 40 FT TRACTOR TRAILER TRUCK? 
HOW ABOUT PHNOM PENH TO THE SOUTH VIETNAM BORDER WITH THE 
SAME TYPE TRUCKS AND LOADS? 


4.- INFORMATION REQUESTED ABOVE' NEEDED FOR PLANNING PURPOSES. PLEASE 
ADVISE SOONEST OF YOUR EVALUATION AND COMMENTS THERETO. 



BERGER 
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